Weinstein and NJDEP 
Commissioner Robert Shinn 
unveiled the signs at a 
Watershed Conference in 
June 1999 sponsored by 
NJDEP, the NJ Water 
Council and Cook College. 
This initiative parallels 
Governor Christie Whitman’s 
“New Jersey is many faces, 
but one family” policy: 
“.. New Jersey has 
many watersheds but one 
shared goal - to keep 
drinking water safe and 
plentiful for everyone who 
calls the Garden State their 
home.” 

Our state has 5.6 million 
motorists who will see the 
signs placed strategically 


It’s a good thing. The partnership will 
help save the state’s clean water through 
public education. 

As motorists travel along the state’s 
roadways and see 5’x 5’ washed wedgewood 
blue signs that depict a heron in flight, with 
a cityscape to the left and suburbia with 
trees to the right, another sign underneath 
will alert them to the watershed area they’re 
entering. 

NJ Department of Environmental 
Protection’s (NJDEP) campaign to inform 
New Jersey citizens about watershed 
awareness took a giant leap forward when 
NJDEP and NJDOT partnered to share their 
knowledge and use their inhouse resources to 
increase awareness about the need to protect 
water quality. It’s a natural partnership 
because 96 individual watersheds and 566 
municipalities exist in New Jersey and are 
criss-crossed by some 36,000 miles of paved 


roads. along highways as they 
NJDEP designed the sign, NJDOT’s Sign drive. 
Shop fabricated 46 sets of signs, and the NJDOT has installed 


four signs in Jefferson 
Township on Route 15 
along the Rockaway and Musconetcong 
Rivers, in Fairfield on Route 80 near exit 52 
along the Lower Passaic and Upper Passaic 
Rivers, in Montville Township on Route 287 
north of exit 47 along the Pequannock and 
Rockaway Rivers, and in Roxbury Township 


Bureau of Traffic Engineering and Safety 
Programs coordinated the program that 
includes sign installation at the boundaries 
of New Jersey’s 20 watershed management 


looks on. 


areas. 

Commissioner James Weinstein said the 
signs are “a new symbol of cooperation 
between the two departments.” 
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Region North Maintenance and 
Equipment Repair 
solved the problem 
ee ofa 


failed slope and shoulder repair on Route 23 
near Sussex with a cost effective method and 
materials that will benefit watersheds. 
Project Engineer Scott Sheldon was in 
charge of repairing the eroded slope, which 
, was caused by surface runoff from 
"@ Route 23, and by rain, 
», snow and sleet. The 
project took a year 
of planning by 
geotechnical and 


we 


Region North 
Survey and Design 
and Structural 
Management. 
Initially the 
solution included 
steel sheeting or 
gabion basket 
retaining walls that 
would require a 
Right of Way 
acquisition. 


Manager of the Bureau of Traffic Engineering and Safety 
William E. Anderson accepted the award that recognized 
the Department’s contributions to the NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Watershed Awareness Sign 
Program and Public Education Program on October 18, 1999. 
Congratulating Anderson is NJDEP Commissioner Robert Shinn 
while NJDEP Director of Watershed Management Lance Miller 


hydraulics engineers, 


on Route 80 east of exit 30 along the 
Rockaway and Black Rivers. 

More than 100 signs are planned for 
North and South Jersey by the end of 
2000. 


Continued on page 2 


“This was expensive until the 
solution of pervious concrete and 
geotextile fabric was found,” said 
Sheldon. “Hercules Corporation 
volunteered the research design for the 
pervious concrete.” 

When properly placed, the concrete 
absorbs storm water and can 
dramatically reduce pollution of rivers 
and streams. It allows water to travel 
through it, unlike impervious surfaces as 
asphalt or conventional concrete. 

The team that prepared the slope and 
poured the concrete in one day included 
Area Supervisor Robert Lorenzo and 
Crew Supervisor Michael Unangst; 
Construction and Bridge Repairers John 
Allshouse, Howard Apgar, Frank 
Castellucci, John Cronce, Thomas 
Dapkiewicz, Greg Homa, Charles 
Slack, George Strelec, Henry Stillwell 
and Paul West; and Equipment 
Operators Kenny Jenkins and Dave 
Stoll. 


There are some places you’d 
never want to be and one was 
Route 38 in Cherry Hill at 7 a.m. 
on December 13, 1999. 

When a refuse truck with the 
hydraulic platform raised hit the 
pedestrian bridge in front of the 
Cherry Hill Mall, the force 
knocked the bridge to the 
pavement. The incident closed all 
lanes on Route 38. 

Within six hours employees 
from Region South Maintenance, 
the Bureau of Maintenance Engineering and 
Operations and Traffic Operations South set 
up detours, dispatched a contractor to the 
scene and provided support necessary to cut 
the bridge into pieces, haul it away and open 
traffic. 

Employees involved in the cleanup 
effort by crew number were 410: Stephen 
Butkus, Christine Coffin, Philip Grygo, 
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Readying the Lower Raritan River Watershed sign for installation 
are NJDOT Sign Shop employees Ken Mihalic, Robert Parsons 
and Mike DeBonis. Not pictured are Sign Shop employees Attilio 
Avino, Jim Barclay, Edd Feller, Nick Gaspari, Dave Hart and 
Tom Otter who worked on Watershed sign fabrication; Bureau 
of Traffic Engineering’s Jim Coyle, Steve Kovacs and Fred 
Wilkinson who worked on installation of the Watershed signs. 


In the northern part of the state 
these include the Pequannock and the 
Rockaway River Watersheds on Route 202 
in Montville, the Upper and Lower Passaic 


Joseph McGonigle, Charles Teschko, 
William Villei and Thomas Vivarelli; 468: 
Charles Ahr, 
Analore, Michael Dillon, William Fischer 
and Dennis Higgins; 411: William 
Cortright, Leon Fil and Daniel Stebbins; 
413: Frank and Wallace Merchant; and 
432: Roger Green, Shawn Hoffman, 
Timothy Maloney, Ronald Mazotas, 


Stephen Allhouse, Joseph 


Watersheds on Route 78 in 
Springfield, the Rockaway 
and Black River Watersheds 
on Route 10 in Randolph and 
on Route 46 in Mine Hill, 
the North Branch Raritan 
and Upper Passaic River 
Watersheds on Route 287 and 
Route 78 in Bernards, and 
the Upper Passaic and Lower 
Raritan River Watersheds on 
Route 78 in Warren 
Township. 

In the southern part of the 
state these include the Toms 
River and Rancocas Creek 
Watersheds at Route 70 in 
Jackson Township, the Batsto 
River and Rancocas Creek 
Watersheds on Route 206, 
the Swede Run and Rancocas 
Creek Watersheds on Route 
130, the Pennsauken Creek 
and Rancocas Creek 
Watersheds on Route 295 
and on Route 38, the 
Rancocas Creek and 
Assicunk Watersheds on 
Route 206, 


Route 130 in Burlington and on Route 
295, the South Branch Rancocas Creek 
and Coopers River Watersheds on Route 
73 in Berlin and Route 73 in Marlton, 


River Watersheds on Route 46 in Fairfield, the and the Rancocas and Crosswicks Creek 
Rahway and Upper Passaic River Watersheds Watersheds on Route 68 in Wrightstown. 


on Route 10 and on Route 280 in West 
Orange, the Rahway and Upper Passaic River 


NJDOT Region South crew members survey the damage caused by the Route 38 pedestrian bridge collapse. 


Walter Simpson and Paul Wesley. 


Other employees involved in the cleanup 
effort were from Traffic Operations Field 


Response: James Hogan, William 
Kingsland, Carlton McVeigh, Charles 
Patton and Stanley Rzepski; and from 


Traffic Operations Center: Lewis Branin, 


Edward Colligan, Joseph Dalley and 
Michael Sickels. 
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Supervisor of Drawbridge 
Operations Frank Brennan thanks all 
NJDOT employees who sent 
contributions, comforting words and 
their prayers after fire swept his home. 

“There was no loss of life, and 
the temporary trailer on the property is 
comfortable enough while we rebuild,” 
said Brennan. 
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*Research.Then Roberts 


March was great for Arthur 
Waring Roberts II, who started 
off the month as a retired person. 
On February 29, he celebrated 
the end of his NJDOT 33-year 
career at a retirement dinner 
at the Yardley Country Club 
and at a brunch hosted by his 
colleagues in the Bureau of 


celebrated his St. Patrick’s Day 
birthday later in the month. 

The Supervising Research 
Assistant known as ‘Mike’ began 
life in Greenwich, CT, but 
started his career at NJDOT 
in the basement of the former 
Arnold Constable Building in downtown 
Trenton as a Sr. Engineer in Rese Active 


(3 Blue Ribbons 
Bridging Y2K 

To ensure continued power and 
=~ meet the December 29, 1999 Y2K 
| compliance deadline, Central Region 
_; | crew members Steve Chillemi, 

4 Mitch Crayne, Mario Difiore, Jeff 
Monda, Ed Owens, Charlie 
Palumbo, Frank Platt, Terry 
Quinn, Amilo Santoro, Bob 
Travers and Dave Walls, under the 
direction of Project Engineer Al Brenner, 
connected fuel and liquid calctum 
dispensing pumps at 15 NJDOT locations 
throughout the region. John Frandsen 
played a major role in purchasing the 
required materials. 


Walk on — 4 A ) 


Join this year’s March ; 
of Dimes Walk-a-thon at — 

Mercer County Park on — s, 
April 30 at 9 a.m. : F 
Registration forms are 

available at the reception 

GesksintheH&Oand | \, 

Main Office buildings and 
must be filled out by 

April 5. For more 

information call Karen 

Sulikowski at 
(609) 530-2954. 

MVS employees shou 

contact Darlene 

Swinnerton at 

(609) 984-2619. ~ ~~ a 


At the farewell brunch are Roberts with 
and Commissioner Weinstein. 


and symposiums, the Navy veteran of 
the Vietnam War Era cites his work on 
temporary raised road pavement markers 
as one of his best accomplishments. 

Currently residents of Hopewell, 
Roberts and his wife Eleanor plan to 
permanently move to his family 
homestead in Northern Neck, VA, where 
he will join community, church and 
historic society activities. And, if he gets 
bored, Roberts will pursue boating, sailing 
and genealogy. 

Other February retirees include CPM 
Landscape Designer 2 Robert Hassell 
after 35 years; and in Operations: 
Equipment Operator Ralph Gardner after 
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on the Transportation Research Board, and 
responsible for planning and producing the 
International 3D in Transportation sessions 


Moving along 


The charitable Habitat for Humanity 
usually builds houses, but in this case 
they picked one up and moved it through 
several towns. NJDOT handled the permits, 
coordination of the local police departments 
and electrical utilities. 

Coastal Habitat for Humanity, Inc. Vice 
President Carol Wilusz praised the efforts 
of Central Region’s Principal Engineer- 


25 years; Chief Bridge Operator David 
Ackerman after 14 years; and Automotive 
Mechanic Ronald Kosky after 10 years. 


Working together 


Teamwork is the name of the game 
when state departments work together to 
get a job done. NJDOT Bureau of Facilities 
Planning and Engineering Manager Ray 
Colanduoni responded to the Department 
of Treasury’s Design and Construction 
Unit’s call for help, and contacted the 
Central Region Office for immediate 
assistance. 


Permits Michael Moran, Assistant 
Electrical Supervisor Dave Walls, Crew 
Supervisor-Electrical Operations Richard 
Sawicki and Electrical Engineers William 
Murphy, Edward Owens and Robert 
Woolley. 


A shining example 


Every year hundreds of children visit NJDOT on Take our Children to Work Day for a 
concrete experience of the working world. The day’s planned activities may lead the children 
to choose careers, and it may guide them to, helping the community or individuals 
with special needs. 

Six-year-old Tiffany Petito, the daughter of Kathy 
O’ Donnell of Ports, Terminals and Freight Services and 
Dominic Petito of Maintenance, is an example of 
dedication to community service. 

She recently donated 14 inches of her hair to 
Locks of Love, an organization that helps children 
with medical hair loss achieve crucial self-esteem 
and confidence. The charity makes vacuum wigs, 
which are specially designed for persons with a total 
loss of scalp hair and attaches without glue or tape. 

To commemorate the importance of Take our 
Children to Work Day, the May edition of the 
Transporter will feature photos of the children 
present at the April 27 festivities. 


Crew Supervisor Thomas Myslinski 
of NJDOT’s West Trenton Maintenance 
Yard immediately arranged for the use 
of a backhoe and operator to complete 
a construction job at the Office of 
Information Technology in West Trenton. 


Tiffany Petito 
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Employee Memorial Update 


Commissioner James Weinstein 
applauded the efforts of the Employee 
Memorial Committee at a recent 
presentation of the model that will honor 
the memory of employees we died in the 
line of duty. 

Construction of the enor. wh 
will be located in the open area by | 
cafeteria/credit union doorway secti 
headquarters, currently has a completion 
date of July 2000. It is unique because 
NJDOT employees will pool their talents 
to build the memorial. — 

There are those employees who wish 
to be a part of the memorial but 
cannot take part in its construction. They 
can, however, donate to construction 
materials for the monument and 


Obituaries 

Retired NJDOT Principal Engineer 
Robert Blair Finch died February 13 in 
Hopewell Township. The World War II Navy 
veteran is survived by many relatives and 
special friends Mira and Jerzy Szubert. 

NJDOT Bridge Operator Alphonso 
Coumo died recently. Survivors include his 
wife Yolanda, son Alphonso and daughter 
Melissa. 

Former NJDOT employee Belford Hess 


“researching names of. 


lost. their lives on the 


fs jnsetiption 


walkways. NJDOT will 

recognize contributors i in the 

dedication program. 
The Committees 


JDOT employees who. 


“job for the memorial. 


, The name 


dedication date 
is July 2001.. 
Employees are 


Landscape Designer I John Spedding produced the Employee Memorial’s 
final conceptual design that is on tour in the regions for employees’ review. 


invited to cuba. He is currently preparing the detailed construction plans. 


names of persons 
they feel should be honofed. 

Contact the Employee Memorial 
Committee Chairperson Steven Kook 


died February 17 in Rio Grande. Survivors 
include his wife Laura, daughters Irene 
Nesbitt and Doris Brittingham, sisters 
Blanche Weigand, Mary Corose, Ruth 
Reidy, Ceola Robinson, Edna Shaw, Myrtle 
McGonigal, Dorothy Tozer and Wilhelmina 
Banks, and many grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. 

Sr. Right of Way Negotiator Timothy 
Whitman died March 10. Survivors 


at (609) 530-6507 for information about 
making a donation or submitting a name for 
consideration. 


include his parents, Doris and Donald H., his 
brother Donald R., an aunt, uncle and several 
nephews. 


For your benefit 


From April 1- April 28 you can select a 
new medical or dental care provider; changes 
will be effective on July 1 and will remain 
for one year. Call Lyn Latimer at (609) 
530-4345 for information. 


